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I  was fortunate in being able to attend 
the recent “Conference To Ascertain A 
Basis For The Creation Of Modern Land 
Records Systems In Canada” organized 
by the Canadian Institute o f  Surveying 
and held in Ottawa on October 23 and 
24, 1974, at the Government Conference 
Centre. The C.I.S. must be congratulated 
on initiating such an excellent meeting.

The sponsors were Canadian Institute 
o f Surveying, Canadian Bar Association, 
National Research Council o f  Canada, 
Department o f  Energy, Mines and R e­
sources, and National Advisory Com­
mittee on Controls Surveys and M ap­
ping. There were numerous speakers 
from all across Canada in the survey, law 
and engineering professions. Other 
countries represented were the United 
States, West Germany, Australia, Swe­
den and the Netherlands. The comments 
by the foreign visitors were especially 
interesting.

A t the close o f  the meeting the follow­
ing conclusions and resolutions were 
approved as expressing the general view 
o f the entire conference. — J. D. DEAR- 
DEN.

Conclusions
1. Need for a Cadastre
Every society needs a system that is 
capable of producing information related

to land and which is commensurate with 
the demands that will be made upon that 
system.
2. Mapping
An essential component of any cadastre 
is an adequate map.

3. Extent of Re-Survey
It appears to be the majority view of the 
Conference that the development of a 
cadastre should not require extensive re­
surveys of land; but this does not pre­
clude the need for extensive control 
surveys.
4. Co-ordinates vs Boundary 

Monuments
There does not appear to be any con­
sensus of opinion as to whether, in asso­
ciation with the cadastre, coordinate 
values alone should be relied upon for 
the definition of property boundaries, 
without reliance on boundary monu­
ments.

5. Compatibility
To minimize duplication of effort, any 
cadastre should provide for the inter­
relationship of subsystems by reference 
to compatible grid co-ordinate systems 
and to common (i.e. “shared”) land unit 
identifiers, and those identifiers, which 
will be the key to accessing recorded

6. Updating
No cadastre will serve its intended pur­
pose unless the currency of data is main­
tained through a continuous updating 
process. It follows that the graphic ele- 
rnent of a cadastre must also be main­
tained in a current state.
7. Responsibilityfor Maintenance
Each agency that contributes data to the 
cadastre through a subsystem should 
exercise effective control over and be 
responsible for the maintenance thereof.

8. Accessibility of Information
Information that is required to enable a 
government to carry out its responsibili­
ties should be readily available to that 
government.
9. Automation
To be effective, a cadastre should lend 
itself to automated processing of the 
recorded data.

10. Cost Benefits
Because the benefits to be derived from 
the cadastre are difficult to quantify, the 
carrying out of any reliable cost/benefit 
analysis has been found difficult.
11. Inter-professional 

Co-operation
There is a growing need, in view of rapid-
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allied fields, with a view to the eventual 
creation of one professional association 
embracing all fields of cadastral, 
photogram m etric , geodetic and 
hydrographic surveying. At the last 
AOLS general meeting, authorization 
was given to approach the other 
disciplines directly, and it is anticipated 
that this fall a draft Act will be ready, to 
implement discussion. A White Paper 
will be sent about Christmas, so that a 
decision can be made at the next Annual 
Meeting to proceed with or to abandon 
the idea. If approval is given, there will 
be a series of regional meetings, with a 
general meeting and final voting in the 
summer of 1975. The matter must, it is 
felt, be resolved by September of that 
year.

Jim Dearden then gave a resume of the 
main provisions of the proposed Act, 
including requirements for admission, 
and the use of specialty certificates, with 
the disciplining of members working 
beyond their specialty competency.

Gren Rogers then discussed the 
membership of partnerships and cor­
porations, the licensing, temporary and 
otherwise, of out-of-province and out-of- 
country  surveyors, and vertical 
restructuring (provision for the latter was 
included in the draft Act, so that, should 
it be decided upon, a new Act would not 
be needed).

At this point there was a good deal of
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ly changing technology and the expand­
ing volume of legislation, for increased 
co-operation, discussion and exchange of 
information between lawyers and land 
surveyors.
D raft Resolutions
Having regard to the foregoing con­
clusions, be it resolved:

1. That this Conference go on record 
as promoting mutually compatible ca­
dastre development by each of the ten 
Provinces and by the Federal Govern­
ment, through co-operative effort, to 
enable each to carry out its constitutional 
responsibilities.

2. That the necessary steps be taken, 
at the Municipal, Provincial and Federal 
Government levels, to provide expanded 
survey control and map coverage suitable 
for cadastre development.

3. That both the legal and survey 
professions thoroughly examine the 
consequences of boundary determination 
through the use of boundary monuments 
as contrasted with such determination by 
recourse to co-ordinate reference, in light

input from the floor, concerning the 
applicability of hydrographic surveying 
to restructuring: most vehemently, the 
merits of the reliance upon ethics to 
prevent members from taking types of 
work beyond their competency; the 
matter of articling in a restructured 
Association which, it was inferred, 
should properly give a student a variety 
of experience; the distinction between 
the in-province and out-of-province 
activities of member photogrammetrists; 
the fact, pointed out by Bill MacLean, 
that this was the best turn-out of 
represen tatives of other survey 
disciplines, and the best possible op­
portun ity  to get the ir views. 
Representatives of each group were 
heard.

Council members fielded all of these 
questions and emphasized, on this and 
other occasions, that a self-serving view 
of the profession will not suffice, since 
the Government, which ultimately 
governs self-governing Associations, 
must be convinced that our self- 
government is in the public interest.

After a two hour interval, used by 
members for group therapy in the 
Rough-Riders Room, followed by a few 
calories in the dining room, the meeting 
reconvened, and was devoted to matters 
for the discussion of which the presence 
of Council was appreciated. They in­
cluded: The matter ot recommendations 
for a Council member from our group; a 
breakdown of the financial situation of 
the AOLS, which will probably require a 
substantial dues hike next year; a most 
interesting discussion about the hiring by 
the Association of an inspector for

of existing and future legislative require­
ments and the characteristics of the 
cadastre.

4. That the co-operative effort of the 
Provincial survey associations and law 
societies in this matter be promoted, with 
the continued support of the Canadian 
Institute of Surveying and the Canadian 
Bar Association.

5. That the meeting of the Canadian 
Council of Surveying and Mapping (to be 
held in Quebec City next week), be asked 
to consider the deliberations, conclusions 
and resolutions of this Conference and 
take appropriate action to bring these 
matters to the attention of our first 
ministers.

North Eastern M em ber
The Senate of Thorneloe University, 
Sudbury, conferred the honorary degree 
of Doctor o f Canon Law on Len T. Lane 
of Sudbury “ in recognition of his early 
leadership in the formation of the 
College.” Len Lane served as President, 
pro-tem, of Thorneloe from 1961 until 
1966. From 1967 to 1971, he was active 
on the board of governors of Laurentian 
University. Mr. Lane is President of the 
Sudbury firm of Lane & Lane Limited, 
surveyors and engineers.

checking, if necessary in the field, the 
increasing number of complaints. This 
was voted upon, and overwhelmingly 
approved, the only real point of con­
tention being distribution of costs. It was 
finally narrowly voted that such costs 
should be borne by all members in the 
private or public sector; followed by a 
short talk by Martin Kaldeway on 
regional recom m endations for 
tariff changes. Mr. Babbage noted 
here that each group had the answers 
to all tariff problems. There was a short 
discussion about the location of the 
Annual Meeting (possibly, in spite of the 
high prices, in Toronto every second 
year).

Charlie Rogers has found a supplier 
for 3/4" round iron bars, threaded at the 
top to take an aluminum cap, which can 
be stamped. He showed one of them, and 
this should be of interest to many sur­
veyors, who having ordered bars for 
many years from the usual source, now 
find both the delivery and the prices out 
of line. The address is: Enheat Steel 
Division, Enamel and Heating Products 
Ltd., Amherst, Nova Scotia.

It was moved by Chas. Rogers, 
seconded by John Hiley, that the Sur­
veying Committee of the AOLS be 
requested to investigate the possibility of 
having the monumentation regulations 
amended to permit the use of 3 or 4 foot 
iron bars of this type in place of the 
current 3 " sq. x 4 ' bars.

Thanks were expressed to Council 
guests and, after a decision to have the 
next meeting at Smith’s Falls on Friday, 
November 15 , the meeting was ad­
journed.

Active Survey 
Science Club 
at Erindale
No sooner was the new academic year 
underway than the Survey Science Club 
of Erindale College, University of Toron­
to, was reactivated for another year. 
Several projects are occupying the inter­
est of the club members. They have 
organized the Survey Science Plumb 
Bobs Hockey Club in the Erindale Intra­
mural League and are planning sur­
veyors’ games. Less athletic but equally 
demanding are the club’s plans for the 
design of a display for the Ontario Sci­
ence Centre.

Honored

Len T. Lane


